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Senate Bill 1066 - An Act Concerning The Certificate of Need Process

The Department of Public Health opposes Senate Bill 1066.

The Department does not oppose the addition of the new criteria as suggested in Section 1.
However, in order to make the language consistent with the existing criteria, the Department
suggests wording the new criteria as follows: “(10) Whether the applicant has satisfactorily

demonstrated how the proposed project is consistent with the overall goais of federal healthcare
reform.”

With respect to Section 2, the Department opposes the addition of language fo Conn. Gen. Stat.
§ 19a-839a(d) requiring the automatic approval of a Ceriificate of Need (“CON”) application if a
decisicn is not rendered within a certain time period.

The suggested revision is against public policy. CON programs are aimed at improving access
to health care services as well as restraining health care costs. Laws authorizing such programs
are one mechanism by which state governments seek to reduce overall health and medical
costs. To allow for the automatic approval of a CON application based solely on the
extinguishment of a fime deadline would deprive OHCA of the opportunity to make a thorough
review of the request contained in the CON application, thereby usurping OHCA’s authority and
diminishing its mission to ensure cost-effective access to health care services for the public.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this bill.
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